BY ORDER OF THE SHAH

upon the island of Qais, which, in their licentiousness and
through their villainy, they had made their own.

"Meanwhile, what of Tink-i-Poo?

"She enjoyed her life aboard the merchantman. Better
fed than she had been for years, she ingratiated herself
with the owner of the ship to such an extent that he gave
her a silken cushion upon which to lie, and the best of
everything to eat. They called at ports here and there,
until they rounded the Oman Peninsula and sailed into the
Gulf. Hearing tales, many and varied, about the richness
and culture of a port called Bandar Abbas, which rose to
greatness, and indeed gained its name under the aegis of
our omnipotent Shah Abbas, the Arab merchant set his
course that way, and dropped anchor opposite a fine
panorama of spacious buildings. After complying with the
normal formalities, he arrayed himself in his richest attire,
and stepped into a small boat to go ashore. The Governor
of the city met him with the courtesies due to a man of rank,
conducting him to the palace where a fine banquet awaited
them. When he entered the hall, the Arab merchant with
difficulty concealed his surprise at the sight before him.
Everyone present, richly arrayed, wore long hair and a
flowing beard. The nobles from Georgia, of whom there
were many, could be distinguished by their trim Imperials
and immensely long whiskers, so lengthy that with ease
they could tuck them behind the ears for greater convenience
during meals.

"The salient fact which struck the Arab guest of honour
about each gentleman was that all hair and beards and
whiskers were enclosed within golden filigree cases. He
did not remark upon this quaint fact, but marvelled within
himself. The use of these cases soon became apparent.
When the repast, in large trays of gold, was placed upon
the tables, from every nook and cranny came mice, to fall
upon the food with avidity. Every nobleman, as had
already remarked the merchant, carried a sprocket, almost
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